Okanagan Humane Society
SPAY/NEUTER SAVES LIVES

This is a story of Isabella.
A skinny, black cat, found
alone in West Kelowna
this spring. She was in
trouble. Literally, skin and
bones, with a mouthful of
rotten old teeth, Isabella
was rescued and brought
to OHS. Our veterinarians were worried about a
AnnaHodge
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few things, like hyperthyroidism, or another disease. Isabella tested negatively and was
determined to be a senior, lost cat, needing TLC. She was likely
deaf as her loud meows became a bit of a problem requiring that
the perfect foster home had to be
found. This is when our foster angel, Cari, appeared, she was unconcerned about meowing in the middle
of the night, because she herself
has hearing difficulties and wouldn’t
be bothered by Isabella’s calling out.
Cari said she would love and care
for Isabella on her journey to recovery, or even for the rest of her days
if needed.
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had been saving for
OHS from her earnings
from her many lemonade stands, pumpkin
sales and several other
activities. We let Anna
know about Isabella and
she and her mom Darcie
agreed that putting
some of those donations
to work for Isabella
would be a wonderful
way to help this cat in
desperate need. The
next day Isabella had
her surgery! All but a
Isabella after surgery
couple of teeth were
removed. The meowing ceased and her appetite is improving. Cari reports that Isabella’s beautiful black fur is coming in
soft and plush. Thanks to the special care from Anna, Cari, Dr.
Tryon and staff of Armstrong Vet, everyone is sleeping much
better now, especially Isabella.

What came clear over the sumAnna, Reegan & Dr. Tryon
mer was that Isabella wouldn’t heal
without a number of teeth being removed. Surgery would be expensive and somewhat concerning
as Isabella had a heart murmur, something fairly common in
cats. As the incessant meowing, and low appetite continued,
Cari and the vets determined that mouth pain was the likely reason she couldn’t eat and gain weight. After several visits to Armstrong Veterinary Hospital, the very caring doctors deemed Isabella fit for surgery - the most humane step to allow for her successful recovery.
This is when a 9 year old angel from Armstrong, Anna Hodge,
happened to message us. She had a special donation fund she

Isabella Sleeping by Artist Bev Gordon
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OKANAGAN HUMANE SOCIETY
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 2019
With much praise and affection, our long-time member and volunteer,
Gudrun Visinski, was presented with the President’s Volunteer of the
Year Award for 2018 at the AGM in April. She was recognized for her
incredible work with our most fearful, damaged and in-need animals.
Gudrun provides specialized care to individuals, such as Geronimo,
after they have received treatment from our partner veterinarians but
are too fearful for foster homes. Thank you for your tireless care and
never giving up on any single animal.
Geronimo was found by Andie near her home in West Kelowna. He
was hiding and getting weaker by the day. She was worried about cars,
and predators. He was starving. She wanted him to be in a safe, loving
home, but couldn’t get near him, he was too scared. She persevered,
followed our instructions determined to help this poor creature and
finally succeeded!
GUDRUN’S STORY - CARE AND COMPASSION FOR GERONIMO
On May 27, 2019, I
picked up a big grey kitty
from Alpine Pet Hospital.
Dr. Chhetri told me that
this poor cat, was an older animal, had very leathery skin from malnutrition
and gashes on his head
from being attacked by
birds or predators. He
also had severely infected
eyes.
While the cat
hissed when approached,
he didn’t appear to be
feral. We placed him into
the carrier and took him to
our private holding facility
for some TLC. I saw
areas where his skin was
Geronimo In May
covered with a white keratin-like substance; thin
brittle claws, and eyes which he barely opened. He was in very poor
shape. I administered pain meds and eye ointment followed by food
and lots of fresh water. I sat with him, and I prayed for him. I didn’t
know if he would still be alive the next morning when I came back. But
when I returned, I found him scrunched up on a resting platform. I approached and gave him a little cuddle and more eye ointment. While
he didn’t like it, he didn’t fight, just hissed to let me know who was
boss.
It took him a long time to trust me, but he started eating, and moved
around a bit in his private room. He seemed relieved to be inside but
still didn’t look good. It took weeks to see some improvement, but then
I knew this boy was a survivor! He was ready to be introduced to my
grandkids who named him Geronimo – after the great Apache warrior
and medicine man. For the next weeks, he got pain medicine and put
up with the twice daily eye treatments. His skin became softer and his
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fur started to grow, as did his appetite. His eyes remained a problem. A return trip to the vet and a new diagnosis of entropion on all
4 eyelids ensued. The eyelids were turning inward and scratching
his eyes. While I spent as much time with him as I could, he never
once purred for me and I knew he wasn’t happy. He was healthy
enough to go into foster care and Romany called on Joyce, a special foster, and a resident of Big White. I met with her and saw she
was just the person to care for him, he was leaving my care but not
my heart.
JOYCE’S STORY - RESPITE AT BIG WHITE
Geronimo came into my life in the summer of 2019. Covered with
scars, bald in some places, extremely shy and scared. Gudrun and
the wonderful staff at Alpine had worked so hard to bring him back
from near death. Our wounded warrior had fought hard to live. It
took a few days, but he began to settle down and purr. He’d roll
over and let me scratch his belly. Everything but his eye condition
had improved. Dr. Chhetri scheduled the first surgery which was
done to see if his eyelids would stay pinned back. This step had to
be taken before the much longer, more complicated procedure was
attempted. It worked!! Geronimo was opening his eyes, playing with
his toys and asking for more cuddles. He came through his second
operation with flying colours and was healing nicely. When I found
myself having to go out of town for a bit, Dr. Chhetri and his staff
took him in. He found a place in their hearts as he did in mine.
His progress over the next few weeks was amazing. He could see
without pain and was eager to explore and play. As I held him that
one last time watching the birds outside, he leaned back against me
and gave me a kiss. I did not want him to go, but he was ready. My
time with this special boy was ending but he would stay in my
heart.
AT HOME WITH SIERRA
THEN SARAH
Geronimo was ready for
his own home! Foster
mom Sierra took care of
him in her home in Kelowna to allow possible
adopters to visit more
easily. He settled well,
and one day the perfect
person showed up.
Sarah, a nice young
professional, in Kelowna
fell in love with this warrior and adopted him to
her home! A very long
year for an old cat, and
a very happy ending for
all the people who loved
him along the way!
Geronimo In November
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SPAYING CAN SAVE YOUR PET’S LIFE.
Dr. Nav Dhaliwal

Spaying your animals is very important. Surgical sterilization
of females, commonly referred to as spaying, is one of the
most significant aspects of female animal care an owner can
provide. The benefits to the pets far outweigh simply not having babies. Pet overpopulation looms as a societal problem
so it is important to be
part of the
solution rather
than part of
the problem.
Spaying involves removal of the uterus
and ovaries. It
is a major surgery but a
common proJOY AND FRIENDS BURTCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL
cedure ideally
performed while
a female is still very young, prior to her first heat cycle. Spaying also decreases the chances of mammary gland cancer
and completely protects from life threating pyometra (Pus in
uterus).
Pyometra is an abscessed, pus-filled infected uterus. Toxins
and bacteria leak across the uterine walls into the bloodstream and life-threatening infection results. The uterus dies,
releasing large amounts of pus and dead tissue into the abdomen. Without treatment death is inevitable. Prevention of this
disease is one of the main reasons for routinely spaying
female animals.
With each heat cycle, the uterine lining engorges in preparation for pregnancy. Eventually, some tissue engorgement
becomes excessive or persistent—a condition called cystic
endometrial hyperplasia. Bacteria ascend from outside
organs, the uterus becomes infected and ultimately filled with
pus. Hormonal effects on the uterine tissue accumulate with
each heat cycle, which means pyometra is much more common in older females because they have experienced many
hormonal cycles. Spaying eliminates that risk to your pet’s
health and life.

From Joy’s Human
Thank you so much Okanagan
Humane Society, Burtch Animal
Hospital and Dr Nav Dhaliwal and
staff for helping with Joy’s emergency surgery! Pyometra is
scary.
My girl is the world to me! Your
help and special care are beyond
appreciated! I am so thankful for
angels like OHS and people like
Cecilia. What you have done is
beyond appreciated. Veronica

NATURE’S FARE RECEIPTS
. We have turned in $8,000 in receipts for 2019 so far which
have generated $612.03 from Nature’s Fare 3% Club. Please
continue to save and send them to us.

OKANAGAN HUMANE SOCIETY

Fall - Winter 2019

Page 4

OUR THANKS AND APPRECIATION
Thank you to all our Generous Donors and Supporters in 2019. You are making a difference.

We are very grateful to the following granting agencies for their generous support of OHS with grants to assist with
spaying and neutering programs in the Okanagan Valley:

The Central Okanagan Foundation is a community foundation providing an ongoing contribution to the quality of life in our community
through building endowments, grant making
and community leadership. We bring donors
and charities together to provide for the needs
of the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Central Okanagan Foundation for the second
year of a 3-year grant assisting with spay/neuter
of owned and rescued animals
BC Gaming for ongoing
annual support for our
Rescue Program.

70% of our veterinary cost per male cat/dog
is spent on neutering.

This foundation is supporting our work
for the first time this year.
The CanFel Foundation was established and
generously funded by the late Sandra Bond in
support of animal welfare. She was an early and
passionate advocate for animal welfare; particularly supporting programs designed to instill
humane values in children and spay and neuter
programs designed to reduce the number of unwanted companion animals.
CanFel has generously supported OHS since
2018

BCSPCA Community Spay/Neuter
Grant for feral cat colonies for the
third year in a row.

For donating the 1st Prize to our Raffle
One round trip flight for 2 to any WestJet
destination.

THE ANIMALS NEED YOUR HELP
Name: _________________________________________ Date: __________________

80% of our veterinary costs per female cat/
dog is spent on spaying which is more complex and time consuming.

Address: _______________________________________ Phone: ________________

The very important vaccine, deworm and
tattoo make up 20%

Email: _____________________________________ Send Newsletter by : Mail Email

Another $200 or more may be required for
essential medical treatment—abscessed
teeth, ear mites or infected wounds which
make their lives a misery.
We are 100% volunteer run and foster-home
based. 95% of all funds go directly to animal care.

City: _____________________________ Prov. _____ Postal Code: _______________

Card No. ___________________________________ Exp ___________ CVN#:______
Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________
Charge my credit card OR my bank account for $ ________ per month OR one time

Include my membership of $10 per year or $100 Lifetime
Donate Securely online: www.okanaganhumanesociety.com
OR by mail: PO BOX 29110 Kelowna BC V1W 4A7

Membership & donations
Are tax deductible
Reg. Charity No. 1083005-54

